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Life in the Corridor

In our winter issue, we wrote about our iNaturalist citizen
science project to document the biodiversity of the
Western Wildlife Corridor and invited everyone to join the
fun. At the time, we had documented 771 species calling
the corridor home. Since then, we have documented an
additional 144 species, bringing the total recorded to 915!
A huge thank you to the hundreds of people who have
submitted observations to help further our understanding
of life in the corridor.

Over 250 participants added photos of plants, animals, or
other organisms to the iNaturalist project, including plants
such as Christmas fern and red mulberry; fungi such as
purple jelly disc and pink fringed fairy cup; insects
including black swallowtail butterflies and blue ghost
fireflies; a thin-legged wolf spider; birds including black-
and-white warblers and eastern wood-pewees; reptiles
such as northern racers; and mammals including meadow
voles and cottontail rabbits.

Abby Figart

Drooping Trillium at Bender

Citizen Scientists Are Making a Difference

Almost 5,000 observations have been collected. Each
observation represents a moment when someone
stopped to look more closely and take a photo: a
mushroom pushing through leaf litter, a moth resting on a
tree trunk, a bird moving through the canopy.

When people add observations, they are helping create a
research-grade record. Each observation is peer-
reviewed and can be used to further our scientific
understanding of the natural world. It helps us
understand what species are present, when they appear,
where they are found, and how our preserves change as
our restoration work continues.
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Box Turtle at Northcutt

A Living Community

Beth Warmuth

Biodiversity matters because we are not just protecting land;

we are a living community of plants and animals. One photo
of a flower, moth, fungus, or beetle may seem small, but
thousands of observations begin to tell a larger story about
the life in the Corridor and how it is changing over time.

Not every new observation was good news for the forest. We

also documented several introduced species, including moc
orange and Japanese barberry. By identifying new invasive
species early, we can respond quickly to protect the
Corridor's biodiversity.

Scarlet Cup at Delshire
Join in the Fun!

You do not have to be an expert to contribute. Take a photo,
upload it, make your best guess, and let the iNaturalist
community help. When you learn the name of a plant or
insect, the forest becomes more friendly and a place full of
neighbors. This fall, join the biodiversity project, add your
observations from our preserves, and help us getf fo 1,000
species documented in the Corridor!
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Since 2021, dedicated volunteers have been monitoring
bluebird nesting boxes that were installed at the Kirby
Nature Preserve in an effort to support the numbers of
Eastern Bluebirds along with eight other small native
cavity-nesting bird species that can call these boxes
home.

riy L

A volunteer inspecting a bluebird nesting box

Why Bluebirds Declined

Eastern Bluebird numbers dropped extremely low in the
early 20th century due primarily fo the conversion of
farmland and competition with the non-native European
Starling and House Sparrow for nest sites.

Historically, open farmland provided excellent feeding
habitat, while cavities in wooden fence posts provided
places for bluebirds to nest. As farms became more
modern, wooden fence posts were replaced with metal
posts, greatly reducing the number of available nesting
cavities.

Since the 1960s and 1970s, Eastern Bluebird numbers
have gradually bounced back, mostly due to the
construction and installation of bluebird nest boxes.
Although House Sparrows can still pose a significant
threat, the 1.5 inch diameter entrance hole or slot is foo
small for the starlings to enter.

Monitoring the Bluebird Boxes

Dedicated volunteers Kathy McDonald, Pam Roell, and
Roselyn Schloss rotated on a weekly schedule to
monitor the bluebird boxes throughout the spring and
summer this year. Training included learning how to
check the boxes and identify and record the nesting
material, eggs, young, and adult birds.
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2026 Bluebird Box Monitoring Results
By John Klein

During the 2026 nesting season, a total of 8 Eastern
Bluebirds, 9 Tree Swallows, 6 Carolina Chickadees, and 7
House Wrens successfully fledged from the boxes at
Kirby Nature Preserve. Although the ultimate goal is fo
increase bluebird numbers, it's always great to see other
native birds using the boxes as welll Those Tree
Swallows, acrobats of the avian world, can eat
thousands of insects “on the wing” each day. The shy and
very cute chickadees can sometimes be overlooked, but
the highly vocal House Wrens will always let you know
when they are around.

W
Bluebird nestlings at Kirby Nature Preserve

Interestingly, during a bird banding program early in the
spring at Kirby, a pair of adult bluebirds was nefted and
banded. This pair (Bruce and Betty) were the parents who
stuck around and successfully reared a total of 8 young in
two different broods!

0

Become a Bluebird Monitor

Next season, we hope to increase nesting success by
replacing some of the worn-out boxes, doing a better job
of discouraging ants, and trimming back the vegetation
around the boxes.

It is tremendously rewarding to monitor the nesting and
watch the baby birds hatch and grow. The next monitoring
season runs from late February through July. If you would
like to help, please let Abby know at
abby@westernwildlifecorridor.org
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2026 Brings More Moths to Kirby

By Jessee J. Smith & Sarah Kent

Our second annual Mothing Night at Kirby Nature Center
was a great success! This year, we scheduled the event
to follow our Volunteer Appreciation Picnic, so the
convivial atmosphere at the dinner tables carried right on
info the evening, with people gathered round the fire to
toast marshmallows while we set up the blacklight sheets
near the prairie edge. As the sun sank and darkness fell,
the moths (and other insects) began to appear, flying in to
the soundtrack of annual cicadas calling from the
treetops and meadow katydids and crickets singing in the
prairie. Soon, there were plenty of winged visitors at both
of our blacklight stations.

With a whopping 56 people registered for the event, there
was plenty of opportunity to use the buddy system for
photography, with one person shining a light on the
subject while others snapped photos. The weather
cooperated this year, so we were able to confinue
monitoring the blacklight stations until after 11:00 p.m.,
when we reluctantly turned off the lights, shook the sheets
free of hangers-on, packed up our gear, and went home
to admire our photos.

John Klein

2026 mothing night at Kirby

As the observations came into our iNaturalist project
(inaturalist.org/projects/2026-mothing-night-at-kirby-
nature-center), we were thrilled to see that we netted
even greater results than last year’s! At the moment, we
have 187 observations (a 115% increase over last year)
and have recorded 86 different arthropod species (a 56%
increase). We saw just 19 species of moths in 2025 (when
our Mothing Night was cut short by rain), but far
surpassed that with 37 species identified so far this year.
Observations may be added to the project at any time, so
if you aftended the event and have any photos of insects
from Mothing Night, we would love you to add them!
Likewise, the number of species may grow as more IDs
are added by iNaturalist volunteers.
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Jessee Smith

Medicine Moth

Why Mothing Matters

Our Mothing Night is part of National Moth Week
(nationalmothweek.org), a volunteer initiative that
began in 2012 to promote mothing as a fun, social
activity that also yields important data. It has grown
every year and is now a global event, with more than 90
countries participating around the world. As pollinators
and foundational parts of the food web, moths offer
valuable insights into the health and biodiversity of our
surroundings. Moth species greatly outnumber
butterflies, with about 14 moths for each butterfly
species in North America (=10,000 vs. 700 species)!
Moths are easy to observe and (with some exceptions)
identify, so each mothing event captures a snapshot of
moth diversity in a local ecosystem, making it possible
to detect patterns over tfime. Our projects include
observations of all arthropods, so we also gather data
about other ecological indicator species such as
caddisflies and even tiger beetles.

As our Mothing Nights continue, we will create an
umbrella project that will provide an at-a-glance
overview of the arthropod diversity at Kirby Nature
Center, and hopefully we'll see our species numbers  }
continue to grow!
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Leadership Updates

Western Wildlife Corridor has always been powered by people who care deeply about the woods, wildlife, and
communities along the Ohio River Valley. Some volunteers are out on the trails cutting honeysuckle, building bridges, or
monitoring preserves. Others are working behind the scenes to pay bills, check mail, review finances, build partnerships,
and make sure the organization has what it needs to keep growing.

We want to thank Joe Von Allmen, who recently stepped down from the Board of Trustees after more than two years. Joe
served as Treasurer during an important period of growth. His work was not always the kind people see on a trail map or
in a preserve photo, but it mattered deeply. We are grateful for his service, and we wish him and his family all the best.

Welcome New Board Members

We are also excited to welcome three new trustees: Michael Sontag,
Michelle Ginter, and Kendra Leone. Each brings different strengths that will
help us protect more forests, restore habitat, expand environmental
education, and connect more people with nature.

Dr. Michael Sontag joins the board from Mount St. Joseph University,
where he serves as Dean of the School of Arts and Sciences and
Associate Professor of Philosophy. He has already volunteered with us on
habitat restoration projects, including honeysuckle and garlic mustard
removal. We are especially excited about the ways Michael can help
strengthen our connection with Mount St. Joseph University. Dr. Michael Sontag

Michelle Ginter may be new to the Board, but she is certainly not new to
the corridor. For years, Michelle has quietly helped keep the organization
running behind the scenes by checking the mail, making bank deposits,
and supporting bookkeeping work. You might see Michelle hiking around
Bender Mountain or at an education event. We are thrilled to have her step
into this new role.

Kendra Leone is jumping right in as our new Treasurer. Kendra brings
leadership experience, along with strong organizational, communication,
negotiation, and fechnology skills. She also brings a love of nature, !
including wildlife, kayaking, gardening, recycling, bluebirds, salamanders,
and butterflies. Her mix of professional experience and personal passion
will help us keep our finances strong, tfrack funds carefully, and prepare for
the next chapter of conservation work in the Corridor.

As the Corridor grows, so does the need for thoughtful leadership. We
currently have one open seat on the Board of Trustees. If you care about
protecting local forests, restoring habitat, expanding environmental
education, and helping guide the future of the Corridor, we would love to
hear from you. Contact matt@westernwildlifecorridor.org to learn more.

Kendra Leone

ﬁ- Leadership Built on Transparency
We are proud to have earned Candid’s 2026 Platinum Seal of Transparency, the
P[at| num highest level of recognition in the nonprofit tfransparency program. Plafinum
organizations openly share detailed information about their leadership, finances,
Transpa rency goals, programs, and measurable results. Less than 1% of registered nonprofits
2026 have reached the Platinum level.

Our Platinum Seal reflects the commitment of the Board of Trustees to you, our
members, a commitment to open, transparent, and responsible leadership. As
candid_ we grow, our members and donors will continue to guide how we are governed,
) where our resources go, and what their support is accomplishing. Thank you for
frusting us to profect and preserve the forests along the Ohio River Valley for
generations fo come.

The Steward — Fall 2026 WesternWildlifeCorridor.org page 4


mailto:matt@westernwildlifecorridor.org

Volunteer Spotlight and Events

Volunteer this Fall!

Make a difference by joining us for a habitat
restoration volunteer day this falll Whether you're
new to volunteering or a familiar face, these fun
hands-on events are a great way to give back,
explore the preserves, and connect with others
who like spending time outdoors.

Projects may include removing invasive plants,
maintaining trails, installing signage, and more. No
experience is necessary, and we provide all fools
and guidance.

Please check the website calendar for upcoming
volunteer events and to register for reminders and
weather updates.

Interested in volunteering another fime or helping
to monitor a preserve? Contact Abby at
abby@westernwildlifecorridor.org.

Fall Volunteer Schedule
Wednesdays:

September 23rd, September 30th, October 7th, October 21st,

November 4th, November 18th, and December 2nd

Saturdays:
September 12th and November 14th

Another Volunteer Loving the Outdoors: Joyce Richter

By: Matt Taylor

Another key contributor to the corridor is Joyce Richter. She loves spending time
outdoors and joined over 20 years ago, right after retiring from Mount St. Joseph
University. She immediately got to work restoring habitat and helping with events.
She has served on the Board for 20 years!!! What an incredible resource she is for
the organization and for our environment. We're so grateful for everything she does.

Joyce is yet another Cincinnati hative. Born many years ago in Cincinnati, she went
fo Regina High School, then entered the Sisters of Charity. She taught in schools in
Maryland, Michigan, and Cincinnati, and taught grade school, high school, and at
Mount St. Joseph University (MSJ). Besides her career in education, she worked for
the YMCA of Greater Cincinnati, assisting the president, and in MSJ’s facilities
management. She taught all subjects in grade school, followed by math in high
school and computer applications at MSJ...maybe she could feach us a few things!
Remember that she is not old; she is just slightly more mature than the rest of us.

Joyce is passionate about the Bender Mountain Nature Preserve. She hikes there
frequently, helps visitors, leads hikes, and monitors the preserve. In 2023, the Sisters
of Charity donated 74 acres of forest to be a part of the nature preserve. Joyce was
instrumental in making this happen. Bender Mountain is now over 125 protected
acres of forest and one of the most popular hiking destinations in the region. Looks
like everyone wants to follow in Joyce’s footsteps by hiking on Bender Mountain.

Joyce dlso gives presentations and is a big part of the annual Flower-A-Thon, organizing the very popular competition to
see who can identify the most plants. Joyce has also worked the outreach table at many public events and has done the
e-newsletter for members for years. Joyce plans to confinue to have great health and use her skills, interests, and talents
to help others. She wants us to understand each other, respect our differences, and work together for the church, the

Earth, and people everywhere.
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Your Membership Makes It Possible

Because of You...

Because of members like you, 2026 has been another
remarkable year. Your membership support helped
protect local forests, restore wildlife habitat, open hiking
trails, and provide fun, free nature programs.

This spring, we protected a critical link in the Corridor by
preserving 22 acres of mature forest and establishing
the Northcutt Nature Preserve. Thank you! Since then,
volunteers have been working to create public access
by marking trails, installing signs, and cutting
honeysuckle. The new nature preserve is just one part of
an incredible year for the Corridor.

Beth Warmuth

Volunteers at Northcutt

Today, we protect more than 460 acres of forest. But
acreage alone does not tell the whole story. Because of
your support, in 2026 we have:

Built T mile of new trail

Improved 10 miles of existing trails

Restored 35 acres of forest

Held 85 free events

Documented over 900 species in iNaturalist
Provided 1,500 hours of environmental education
Contributed over 5,000 volunteer hours!

The year is not over, and with your help, we will continue
to grow and thrive.

Your Gift Grows the Corridor

Your membership provides the support to care for the
forests, keep trails and programs free, and act quickly
when new conservation opportunities arise. It is more
than just a donation; it is an investment in the future of
our community. As we look foward 2027, your
membership will help us restore more habitat, welcome
more people, and protect the next critical piece of the
Corridor.
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Choose Your Impact

Black Walnut $1,000

Your membership helps protect over 460
acres of forest, preserving essential habitat
for hundreds of native plants and animals,
while moving us closer to a continuous
wildlife corridor.

Red Oak $500

Your membership helps keep our
preserves welcoming and easy to
explore by supporting trail signs, access
improvements, and maintenance across
more than 12 miles of trails that connect
approximately 70,000 visitors with nature
each year.

Beech Tree $200

Your membership brings people closer to
nature by supporting expert speakers,
educational materials, and hands-on
programs. Because our programs are free,
your gift helps everyone explore our local
forests, wildlife, wildflowers, and more.

Paw Paw $100

Your membership puts native frees,
seeds, and invasive plant-control
supplies to work restoring healthy
forest habitats. In 2027, your support
will help us restore more than 35 acres
of forest.

Mountain Climber $25-$99

Your membership puts tools, safety
equipment, and supplies into the hands of
volunteers who restore habitat, maintain
trails, and care for our nature preserves.
Because volunteers contribute thousands
of hours each year, every dollar goes
further.

WesternWildlifeCorridor.org page 6



Other Ways to Make an Impact!

Kroger Community Rewards

You can support us every time you shop at Kroger
through Kroger Community Rewards, at no additional
cost to you.

Sign in to your Kroger digital account, open the
Community Rewards section, search for Western
Wildlife Corridor Inc, and select us as your organization.
Once your Shopper’s Card is linked, a small portion of
purchases will support our work.

Double Your Impact

Your membership gift may go twice as far through an
employer matching gift program. Many companies
match or even multiply charitable contributions made
by their employees. After making your gift, check your
employer’s matching gift portal or contact your Human
Resources office to see whether Western Wildlife
Corridor is eligible.

Be “in”-Kind

Do you have gently used tools, outdoor equipment,
cleaning supplies, nature books, craft materials, or
other useful items? Your old weed whacker, lawn
mower, binoculars, hiking sticks, robot vacuum, or craft
supplies could have a second life at Western Wildlife
Corridor.

In-kind donations help us stretch every dollar further.
Contact matt@westernwildlifecorridor.org to see what
items are needed.

Keep It Wild Forever

Together, we invested over $350,000 to
permanently protect 23 acres of forest, including
the new Northcutt Preserve, and we are not done!
We hope to expand Whitetail Woods to protect an
acre of rare giant river cane habitat and secure
land for the future Riverside Nature Preserve.

100% of every gift to the Land Preservation Fund
goes directly foward protecting more forest forever.
Click the QR code below to learn more.

Sound Finances
Ethical Conduct
Responsible Governance

Lasting Stewardship
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Great Horned Owl

Make a Tax-Smart Gift

If you are age 70 or older, you may be able to support us
through a Qualified Charitable Distribution, or QCD.

A QCD lets your IRA custodian transfer funds directly to
Western Wildlife Corridor. The gift can count toward all or
part of your Required Minimum Distribution and generally
is not included in your taxable income.

No personal check is required. Depending on your
financial institution, you may be able to:

* Submit the request through your online retirement
account

 Ask your financial advisor or broker to initiate the
fransfer

» Authorize a direct electronic transfer from your IRA
In 2026, eligible individuals may give up to $111,000
through QCDs. The transfer must come directly from an
eligible IRA, and you cannot also claim the gift as a
charitable deduction.

To get started, contact your IRA custodian and say:

“l would like to make a Qualified Charitable Distribution to
Western Wildlife Corridor, Inc, Tax ID # 31-1350835.”

For secure electronic tfransfer instructions, contact
matt@westernwildlifecorridor.org or 513-921-WILD.

Please also let us know when your gift is coming so we
can properly acknowledge your generosity.
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Fall Events

All of our events are free, family-friendly, and led by experts in our local environment.

Abby Figart

Abby Figart

Abby Figart

Forest Bathing with Pam Lowe Cho

The Steward — Fall 2026

Visit the website to learn more or register!

Those Amazing Monarchs with John Klein
Kirby Nature Center, September 26, 2-4 p.m.

Every fall, millions of Monarch butterflies embark on one of the most
extraordinary migrations in the natural world, tfraveling thousands of miles from
southern Canada to the mountains of Mexico.

Join naturalist John Klein, who has spent more than 40 years studying Monarchs,
for an engaging program exploring their fascinating life cycle, remarkable
migration, and the conservation efforts helping protect this iconic species. You'll
also discover simple ways you can create habitat and support Monarch
butterflies right in your own backyard.

Come discover what makes these butterflies such remarkable travelers and
learn how we can all help ensure they have a place to return to year after year.

Bird Banding with Adam McCosham
Kirby Nature Center, October 10, 8-11 a.m.

Experience the fascinating world of bird banding with licensed bird bander Adam
McCosham! Whether you're new to birding or a lifelong bird enthusiast, this
hands-on program offers a unique opportunity to see wild birds up close and
learn how researchers study them.

Watch as wild birds are carefully netted, identified, aged, weighed, measured,
and fitted with a small identification band before being safely released back into
the wild. Along the way, you'll learn how bird banding helps scientists better
understand bird populations, migration, and conservation.

Space is limited and this program fills quickly, so be sure to reserve your spot
early!

Forest Bathing with Pam Lowe Cho
Bender Mountain, October 13, 9-10:30 a.m.

Back by popular demand, we're excited to once again offer a members-only
Forest Bathing experience with ANFT-Certified Forest Therapy Guide and
Executive Coach Pam Lowe Cho.

Join Pam for a peaceful 90-minute guided walk designed to help you slow down,
reconnect with nature, and engage your senses. Through simple invitations and
mindful experiences, you'll discover how spending intentional time in nature can
reduce stress, support well-being, and foster a deeper connection with the
natural world.

Space is limited for this popular program, so be sure to reserve your spot early!
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Fall Events

All of our events are free, family-friendly, and led by experts in our local environment.
Visit the website to learn more or register!

Fall Hike at Bender
Bender Mountain, October 24, 2 p.m.

Join Western Wildlife Corridor Executive Director Matt Trokan for our annual fall
foliage hike at Bender Mountain! Take in the colors of the changing leaves while
learning about the trees, plants, and ongoing restoration efforts that help protect
our local habitats.

This guided hike will cover approximately 2.5 miles of moderate to difficult trails
and feature scenic views of the Ohio River Valley. Participants should bring hiking
shoes, water, and snacks. Trekking poles are recommended.

Come explore the forest, learn more about our local ecosystems, and enjoy one
of the most beautiful times of year at Bender Mountain!

Fossil Program with Jack Berninger
Kirby Nature Center, November 7, 1-3 p.m.

Step back in time and discover the fascinating world of fossils with Jack
Berninger! This fun, family-friendly program is perfect for curious kids and adults
alike.

We'll begin with a short introduction to fossils before heading out to explore the
dry creek bed at Kirby Nature Preserve in search of ancient treasures. Along the
way, you'll learn how fossils are formed, what they can tell us about Earth's past,
and what kinds of fossils can be found right here in our region.

Whether you're a budding paleontologist or just looking for a fun afternoon
outdoors, this hands-on adventure is one the whole family will enjoy!

Bird Walk with Kathi Hutton
Kirby Nature Center, November 21, 9-11 a.m.

Put your birding skills into practice during this guided outdoor walk with birder
Kathi Hutton! Whether you're new to birding or looking to sharpen your skKills,
this program is a great opportunity to learn how to better observe and identify
the birds around you.

Kathi will begin with an introduction to basic birding techniques, including what
to look and listen for when identifying birds. Then, we'll head out on the trails to
practice these skills and see what we can discover along the way.

Participants are encouraged to bring their own binoculars, though a limited

number will be available to borrow. Come ready to explore, learn, and enjoy the
incredible variety of birds found throughout our local preserves!
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Geocaching in the Corridor:
Turn Your Next Hike Into a Treasure Hunt

By Matt Taylor

Yes, you can geocache in the Western Wildlife Corridor. Geocaching is a real-world, outdoor treasure hunt where
participants use a GPS-enabled device or smartphone to find hidden containers, called “caches” or “geocaches,” at
specific coordinates. This is a worldwide hobby practiced by millions of people. And, there are millions of geocaches all
over the world...including at your favorite Western Wildlife Corridor nature preserve.

Geocaches are hidden containers
that are found by their GPS
coordinates. These containers can be
large enough to contain alogbook,
swag, etfc., or quite small and hard to
find (hano or micro). You use a GPS
device or an app on your phone to
find them. Kids especially are thrilled
by the hunt and finding what might be
inside.

So, how many geocaches can be
found at our preserves? | count a total
of 42. Each of our nine public nature
preserves has at least one geocache.
Kirby and Bender Mountain Nature
Preserves have the most, with 12 and
17, respectively.

If you find all 42 caches (not an
impossible task), let us know and we
will send you a Western Wildlife
Corridor T-shirt or water bottle!

Start Your Search

Visit Geocaching.com or download the official Geocaching app to locate coordinates and clues for finding a particular
cache. If you find the cache, sign the log, take or leave a trinket if you want, and re-hide the cache for the next searcher.
Leaving or taking an item is not required. Note: some caches are “virtual,” meaning there is no container, but the cache
brings you o an interesting spot or geological feature.

If you want to place a geocache in one of our preserves, we have an approval process. Please contact us at
staff@westernwildlifecorridor.org before placing one.

The Steward — Fall 2026

Cheers to Another Great Year!

Join us for our annual holiday party potluck at the Kirby Nature Center on
December 8th from 6:00 p.m. fo 8:00 p.m. We'll celebrate the end of another great
year with delicious food, festive drinks, and wonderful company! As always, there
will be plenty to share, and we encourage you to bring a dish, dessert, or drink to
conftribute.

This event is all about YOU, our members! Everyone who attends will receive a
special gift (pssst...this is the perfect time to join or renew your membership, too!).
Thanks to our members, it has been another incredible year, and we can’t wait to
celebrate with you!

Please RSVP online to help us plan and receive event reminders.
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Thank You to Our Summer Supporters

Great Spangled
Fritillary Butterfly
at Kirby Nature
Preserve

at the Kirby %
Nature
Playscape

Gray Tree Frog \ \ \\
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Sunset hike at
Bender
Mountain
Nature Preserve

Dedicated
members and
volunteers

- celebrating land

preservation!
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Membership Gifts

Black Walnut
Anonymous, Frank Davis, James Geer, Linda
Graviss, Anjuli Mishra, Chris & Mary Perkins, and
Millie Schafer

Red Oak
Anonymous, Robert & Mary Lee Busam, Chuck
Geraci, Diane Gerwin, Toby & Judi Heile, and
Michael & Rebecca Sontag

Beech
Anonymous, Jeffrey Berte, Tom & Mary Croft,
Michael Fisher, Gregory Lang, and Kendra Leone

Paw Paw
Anonymous, Greg Bishop, Betty & Ron Bollinger,
Jim & Kaye Bono, Robert Broderick, Donna
Bruce, Patrick & Karen Brunner, Bob Burwinkel,
Harold & Mary Dreibelbis, Lisa Gesenhues, Judy
& Bob Helmes, Carolyn & Lee Hughes, Ruth
Jose, Donna Langenbrunner, Joseph & Maria
Link, William & Jayne Patton, Wesley Wiemann,
and Jonathan Wood & Cheryl Grant

Grants and Sponsorships
Anonymous, 4imprint, Community Shares, City
of Cincinnati, GE Community Foundation,
Ohio Public Works Commission, Kroger
Community Rewards, LPL Financial, Microsoft,
Northwest Title, Sayler Park Sustains, and Wild
Birds Unlimited

Gifts in Honor of

Anjuli Mishra and all the Sisters of Charity
celebrating their Jubilees or anniversaries
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Board of Trustees

Jeffrey Ginter, President
Jessee J. Smith, Vice President
Kendra Leone, Treasurer
Leesa Scudder, Secretary
Roger Auer

Bob Bergstein

Chuck Geraci

Michelle Ginter

Sarah Kent

John Klein

Debbie Lutkenhoff

Joyce Richter SC

Michael Sontag

Peter Stiver

Matt Taylor

Caity Valley

Committees

Executive: Jeff Ginter (Chair), Jessee J. Smith (Vice Chair),
Kendra Leone (Treasurer), and Leesa Scudder (Secretary)

Events: Roselyn Schloss, Joyce Richter SC, Debbie
Lutkenhoff, Beth Warmuth, Mary Tenoever, Marie Salem,
and Ann Schlinkert

Fundraising: Jeff Ginter and Sarah Kent

Land Stewardship: Chuck Geraci, Tim Sisson, Jeff Ginter,
Roger Auer, John Klein, Gary Rapien, Rick Helmchen, Joyce
Richter SC, and Matt Taylor

Land Preservation: Leesa Scudder, Peter Stiver, Tim
Sisson, Jeff Ginter, Roger Auer, and John Klein

Nominating Committee: Jeff Ginter and Joyce Richter SC

Playscape: Mary Perkins, John Klein, Jeff Ginter, Debbie
Lutkenhoff, Sarah Kent, Bob Bergstein, and Sue
Breitenstein

Newsletter Contributors
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	The Steward
	Protecting and Preserving the Ohio River Corridor
	Fall 2026

	Life in the Corridor
	In our winter issue, we wrote about our iNaturalist citizen science project to document the biodiversity of the Western Wildlife Corridor and invited everyone to join the fun. At the time, we had documented 771 species calling the corridor home. Since then, we have documented an additional 144 species, bringing the total recorded to 915! A huge thank you to the hundreds of people who have submitted observations to help further our understanding of life in the corridor.
	Over 250 participants added photos of plants, animals, or other organisms to the iNaturalist project, including plants such as Christmas fern and red mulberry; fungi such as purple jelly disc and pink fringed fairy cup; insects including black swallowtail butterflies and blue ghost fireflies; a thin-legged wolf spider; birds including black-and-white warblers and eastern wood-pewees; reptiles such as northern racers; and mammals including meadow voles and cottontail rabbits.
	Drooping Trillium at Bender

	Citizen Scientists Are Making a Difference
	Almost 5,000 observations have been collected. Each observation represents a moment when someone stopped to look more closely and take a photo: a mushroom pushing through leaf litter, a moth resting on a tree trunk, a bird moving through the canopy.
	When people add observations, they are helping create a research-grade record. Each observation is peer-reviewed and can be used to further our scientific understanding of the natural world. It helps us understand what species are present, when they appear, where they are found, and how our preserves change as our restoration work continues.
	Box Turtle at Northcutt


	A Living Community
	Biodiversity matters because we are not just protecting land; we are a living community of plants and animals. One photo of a flower, moth, fungus, or beetle may seem small, but thousands of observations begin to tell a larger story about the life in the Corridor and how it is changing over time.
	Not every new observation was good news for the forest. We also documented several introduced species, including mock orange and Japanese barberry. By identifying new invasive species early, we can respond quickly to protect the Corridor's biodiversity.
	Scarlet Cup at Delshire


	Join in the Fun!
	You do not have to be an expert to contribute. Take a photo, upload it, make your best guess, and let the iNaturalist community help. When you learn the name of a plant or insect, the forest becomes more friendly and a place full of neighbors. This fall, join the biodiversity project, add your observations from our preserves, and help us get to 1,000 species documented in the Corridor!
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	2026 Bluebird Box Monitoring Results
	By John Klein
	Since 2021, dedicated volunteers have been monitoring bluebird nesting boxes that were installed at the Kirby Nature Preserve in an effort to support the numbers of Eastern Bluebirds along with eight other small native cavity-nesting bird species that can call these boxes home.
	A volunteer inspecting a bluebird nesting box
	During the 2026 nesting season, a total of 8 Eastern Bluebirds, 9 Tree Swallows, 6 Carolina Chickadees, and 7 House Wrens successfully fledged from the boxes at Kirby Nature Preserve. Although the ultimate goal is to increase bluebird numbers, it’s always great to see other native birds using the boxes as well! Those Tree Swallows, acrobats of the avian world, can eat thousands of insects “on the wing” each day. The shy and very cute chickadees can sometimes be overlooked, but the highly vocal House Wrens will always let you know when they are around.
	Bluebird nestlings at Kirby Nature Preserve
	Why Bluebirds Declined
	Eastern Bluebird numbers dropped extremely low in the early 20th century due primarily to the conversion of farmland and competition with the non-native European Starling and House Sparrow for nest sites.
	Historically, open farmland provided excellent feeding habitat, while cavities in wooden fence posts provided places for bluebirds to nest. As farms became more modern, wooden fence posts were replaced with metal posts, greatly reducing the number of available nesting cavities.
	Since the 1960s and 1970s, Eastern Bluebird numbers have gradually bounced back, mostly due to the construction and installation of bluebird nest boxes. Although House Sparrows can still pose a significant threat, the 1.5 inch diameter entrance hole or slot is too small for the starlings to enter.

	Monitoring the Bluebird Boxes
	Dedicated volunteers Kathy McDonald, Pam Roell, and Roselyn Schloss rotated on a weekly schedule to monitor the bluebird boxes throughout the spring and summer this year. Training included learning how to check the boxes and identify and record the nesting material, eggs, young, and adult birds.
	Interestingly, during a bird banding program early in the spring at Kirby, a pair of adult bluebirds was netted and banded. This pair (Bruce and Betty) were the parents who stuck around and successfully reared a total of 8 young in two different broods!

	Become a Bluebird Monitor
	Next season, we hope to increase nesting success by replacing some of the worn-out boxes, doing a better job of discouraging ants, and trimming back the vegetation around the boxes.
	It is tremendously rewarding to monitor the nesting and watch the baby birds hatch and grow. The next monitoring season runs from late February through July. If you would like to help, please let Abby know at abby@westernwildlifecorridor.org
	The Steward — Fall 2026
	WesternWildlifeCorridor.org
	page 2



	2026 Brings More Moths to Kirby
	By Jessee J. Smith & Sarah Kent
	Our second annual Mothing Night at Kirby Nature Center was a great success! This year, we scheduled the event to follow our Volunteer Appreciation Picnic, so the convivial atmosphere at the dinner tables carried right on into the evening, with people gathered round the fire to toast marshmallows while we set up the blacklight sheets near the prairie edge. As the sun sank and darkness fell, the moths (and other insects) began to appear, flying in to the soundtrack of annual cicadas calling from the treetops and meadow katydids and crickets singing in the prairie. Soon, there were plenty of winged visitors at both of our blacklight stations.
	With a whopping 56 people registered for the event, there was plenty of opportunity to use the buddy system for photography, with one person shining a light on the subject while others snapped photos. The weather cooperated this year, so we were able to continue monitoring the blacklight stations until after 11:00 p.m., when we reluctantly turned off the lights, shook the sheets free of hangers-on, packed up our gear, and went home to admire our photos.
	2026 mothing night at Kirby
	As the observations came into our iNaturalist project (inaturalist.org/projects/2026-mothing-night-at-kirby-nature-center), we were thrilled to see that we netted even greater results than last year’s! At the moment, we have 187 observations (a 115% increase over last year) and have recorded 86 different arthropod species (a 56% increase). We saw just 19 species of moths in 2025 (when our Mothing Night was cut short by rain), but far surpassed that with 37 species identified so far this year. Observations may be added to the project at any time, so if you attended the event and have any photos of insects from Mothing Night, we would love you to add them! Likewise, the number of species may grow as more IDs are added by iNaturalist volunteers.
	Medicine Moth
	Why Mothing Matters
	Our Mothing Night is part of National Moth Week (nationalmothweek.org), a volunteer initiative that began in 2012 to promote mothing as a fun, social activity that also yields important data. It has grown every year and is now a global event, with more than 90 countries participating around the world. As pollinators and foundational parts of the food web, moths offer valuable insights into the health and biodiversity of our surroundings. Moth species greatly outnumber butterflies, with about 14 moths for each butterfly species in North America (≈10,000 vs. 700 species)! Moths are easy to observe and (with some exceptions) identify, so each mothing event captures a snapshot of moth diversity in a local ecosystem, making it possible to detect patterns over time. Our projects include observations of all arthropods, so we also gather data about other ecological indicator species such as caddisflies and even tiger beetles.
	As our Mothing Nights continue, we will create an umbrella project that will provide an at-a-glance overview of the arthropod diversity at Kirby Nature Center, and hopefully we’ll see our species numbers continue to grow!
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	Leadership Updates
	Welcome New Board Members
	Leadership Built on Transparency
	Our Platinum Seal reflects the commitment of the Board of Trustees to you, our members, a commitment to open, transparent, and responsible leadership. As we grow, our members and donors will continue to guide how we are governed, where our resources go, and what their support is accomplishing. Thank you for trusting us to protect and preserve the forests along the Ohio River Valley for generations to come.



	Volunteer Spotlight and Events
	Fall Volunteer Schedule
	Wednesdays:
	September 23rd, September 30th, October 7th, October 21st, November 4th, November 18th, and December 2nd
	Saturdays:
	September 12th and November 14th

	Volunteer this Fall!
	Make a difference by joining us for a habitat restoration volunteer day this fall! Whether you’re new to volunteering or a familiar face, these fun hands-on events are a great way to give back, explore the preserves, and connect with others who like spending time outdoors.
	Projects may include removing invasive plants, maintaining trails, installing signage, and more. No experience is necessary, and we provide all tools and guidance.
	Please check the website calendar for upcoming volunteer events and to register for reminders and weather updates.
	Interested in volunteering another time or helping to monitor a preserve? Contact Abby at abby@westernwildlifecorridor.org.

	Another Volunteer Loving the Outdoors: Joyce Richter
	By: Matt Taylor
	Another key contributor to the corridor is Joyce Richter. She loves spending time outdoors and joined over 20 years ago, right after retiring from Mount St. Joseph University. She immediately got to work restoring habitat and helping with events. She has served on the Board for 20 years!!! What an incredible resource she is for the organization and for our environment. We’re so grateful for everything she does.
	Joyce is yet another Cincinnati native. Born many years ago in Cincinnati, she went to Regina High School, then entered the Sisters of Charity. She taught in schools in Maryland, Michigan, and Cincinnati, and taught grade school, high school, and at Mount St. Joseph University (MSJ). Besides her career in education, she worked for the YMCA of Greater Cincinnati, assisting the president, and in MSJ’s facilities management. She taught all subjects in grade school, followed by math in high school and computer applications at MSJ…maybe she could teach us a few things! Remember that she is not old; she is just slightly more mature than the rest of us.
	Joyce is passionate about the Bender Mountain Nature Preserve. She hikes there frequently, helps visitors, leads hikes, and monitors the preserve. In 2023, the Sisters of Charity donated 74 acres of forest to be a part of the nature preserve. Joyce was instrumental in making this happen. Bender Mountain is now over 125 protected acres of forest and one of the most popular hiking destinations in the region. Looks like everyone wants to follow in Joyce’s footsteps by hiking on Bender Mountain.
	Joyce Richter

	Joyce also gives presentations and is a big part of the annual Flower-A-Thon, organizing the very popular competition to see who can identify the most plants. Joyce has also worked the outreach table at many public events and has done the e-newsletter for members for years. Joyce plans to continue to have great health and use her skills, interests, and talents to help others. She wants us to understand each other, respect our differences, and work together for the church, the Earth, and people everywhere.
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	Your Membership Makes It Possible
	Because of You...
	Because of members like you, 2026 has been another remarkable year. Your membership support helped protect local forests, restore wildlife habitat, open hiking trails, and provide fun, free nature programs.
	This spring, we protected a critical link in the Corridor by preserving  22 acres of mature forest and establishing the Northcutt Nature Preserve. Thank you! Since then, volunteers have been working to create public access by marking trails, installing signs, and cutting honeysuckle. The new nature preserve is just one part of an incredible year for the Corridor.
	Volunteers at Northcutt

	Today, we protect more than 460 acres of forest. But acreage alone does not tell the whole story. Because of your support, in 2026 we have:
	Built 1 mile of new trail
	Improved 10 miles of existing trails
	Restored 35 acres of forest
	Held 85 free events
	Documented over 900 species in iNaturalist
	Provided 1,500 hours of environmental education
	Contributed over 5,000 volunteer hours!
	The year is not over, and with your help, we will continue to grow and thrive.


	Your Gift Grows the Corridor
	Your membership provides the support to care for the forests, keep trails and programs free, and act quickly when new conservation opportunities arise. It is more than just a donation; it is an investment in the future of our community. As we look toward 2027, your membership will help us restore more habitat, welcome more people, and protect the next critical piece of the Corridor.

	Choose Your Impact
	Black Walnut $1,000
	Your membership helps protect over 460 acres of forest, preserving essential habitat for hundreds of native plants and animals, while moving us closer to a continuous wildlife corridor.

	Red Oak $500
	Your membership helps keep our preserves welcoming and easy to explore by supporting trail signs, access improvements, and maintenance across more than 12 miles of trails that connect approximately 70,000 visitors with nature each year.

	Beech Tree $200
	Your membership brings people closer to nature by supporting expert speakers, educational materials, and hands-on programs. Because our programs are free, your gift helps everyone explore our local forests, wildlife, wildflowers, and more.

	Paw Paw $100
	Your membership puts native trees, seeds, and invasive plant-control supplies to work restoring healthy forest habitats. In 2027, your support will help us restore more than 35 acres of forest.

	Mountain Climber $25-$99
	Your membership puts tools, safety equipment, and supplies into the hands of volunteers who restore habitat, maintain trails, and care for our nature preserves. Because volunteers contribute thousands of hours each year, every dollar goes further.
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	Other Ways to Make an Impact!
	Kroger Community Rewards
	Double Your Impact
	Make a Tax-Smart Gift
	Be “in”-Kind
	Keep It Wild Forever

	Those Amazing Monarchs with John Klein
	Fall Events
	All of our events are free, family-friendly, and led by experts in our local environment.
	Visit the website to learn more or register!
	Fall Hike at Bender

	Fall Hike at Bender
	Bender Mountain, October 24, 2 p.m.
	Join Western Wildlife Corridor Executive Director Matt Trokan for our annual fall foliage hike at Bender Mountain! Take in the colors of the changing leaves while learning about the trees, plants, and ongoing restoration efforts that help protect our local habitats.
	This guided hike will cover approximately 2.5 miles of moderate to difficult trails and feature scenic views of the Ohio River Valley. Participants should bring hiking shoes, water, and snacks. Trekking poles are recommended.
	Come explore the forest, learn more about our local ecosystems, and enjoy one of the most beautiful times of year at Bender Mountain!
	Fossil Hunt with Jack Berninger



	Fossil Program with Jack Berninger
	Kirby Nature Center, November 7, 1-3 p.m.
	Step back in time and discover the fascinating world of fossils with Jack Berninger! This fun, family-friendly program is perfect for curious kids and adults alike.
	We'll begin with a short introduction to fossils before heading out to explore the dry creek bed at Kirby Nature Preserve in search of ancient treasures. Along the way, you'll learn how fossils are formed, what they can tell us about Earth's past, and what kinds of fossils can be found right here in our region.
	Whether you're a budding paleontologist or just looking for a fun afternoon outdoors, this hands-on adventure is one the whole family will enjoy!
	Bird Walk with Kathi Hutton


	Bird Walk with Kathi Hutton
	Kirby Nature Center, November 21, 9-11 a.m.
	Put your birding skills into practice during this guided outdoor walk with birder Kathi Hutton! Whether you're new to birding or looking to sharpen your skills, this program is a great opportunity to learn how to better observe and identify the birds around you.
	Kathi will begin with an introduction to basic birding techniques, including what to look and listen for when identifying birds. Then, we'll head out on the trails to practice these skills and see what we can discover along the way.
	Participants are encouraged to bring their own binoculars, though a limited number will be available to borrow. Come ready to explore, learn, and enjoy the incredible variety of birds found throughout our local preserves!
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	Geocaching in the Corridor:
	Turn Your Next Hike Into a Treasure Hunt
	By Matt Taylor
	Yes, you can geocache in the Western Wildlife Corridor. Geocaching is a real-world, outdoor treasure hunt where participants use a GPS-enabled device or smartphone to find hidden containers, called “caches” or “geocaches,” at specific coordinates. This is a worldwide hobby practiced by millions of people. And, there are millions of geocaches all over the world…including at your favorite Western Wildlife Corridor nature preserve.
	Geocaches are hidden containers that are found by their GPS coordinates. These containers can be large enough to contain a logbook, swag, etc., or quite small and hard to find (nano or micro). You use a GPS device or an app on your phone to find them. Kids especially are thrilled by the hunt and finding what might be inside.

	Start Your Search
	Visit Geocaching.com or download the official Geocaching app to locate coordinates and clues for finding a particular cache. If you find the cache, sign the log, take or leave a trinket if you want, and re-hide the cache for the next searcher. Leaving or taking an item is not required. Note: some caches are “virtual,” meaning there is no container, but the cache brings you to an interesting spot or geological feature.
	If you want to place a geocache in one of our preserves, we have an approval process. Please contact us at staff@westernwildlifecorridor.org  before placing one.

	Cheers to Another Great Year!

	Thank You to Our Summer Supporters
	Membership Gifts
	Black Walnut
	Anonymous, Frank Davis, James Geer, Linda Graviss, Anjuli Mishra, Chris & Mary Perkins, and Millie Schafer

	Red Oak
	Anonymous, Robert & Mary Lee Busam, Chuck Geraci, Diane Gerwin, Toby & Judi Heile, and Michael & Rebecca Sontag

	Beech
	Anonymous, Jeffrey Berte, Tom & Mary Croft, Michael Fisher, Gregory Lang, and Kendra Leone

	Paw Paw
	Anonymous, Greg Bishop, Betty & Ron Bollinger, Jim & Kaye Bono, Robert Broderick, Donna Bruce, Patrick & Karen Brunner, Bob Burwinkel, Harold & Mary Dreibelbis, Lisa Gesenhues, Judy & Bob Helmes, Carolyn & Lee Hughes, Ruth Jose, Donna Langenbrunner, Joseph & Maria Link, William & Jayne Patton, Wesley Wiemann, and Jonathan Wood & Cheryl Grant

	Grants and Sponsorships
	Anonymous, 4Imprint, Community Shares, City of Cincinnati, GE Community Foundation,  Ohio Public Works Commission, Kroger Community Rewards, LPL Financial, Microsoft, Northwest Title, Sayler Park Sustains, and Wild Birds Unlimited

	Gifts in Honor of
	Anjuli Mishra and all the Sisters of Charity celebrating their Jubilees or anniversaries
	PO Box 389077 Cincinnati, Ohio 45238

	513 921 WILD (9453)
	WesternWildlifeCorridor.org


	Board of Trustees
	Jeffrey Ginter, President
	Jessee J. Smith, Vice President
	Kendra Leone, Treasurer
	Leesa Scudder, Secretary
	Roger Auer
	Bob Bergstein
	Chuck Geraci
	Michelle Ginter
	Sarah Kent
	John Klein
	Debbie Lutkenhoff
	Joyce Richter SC
	Michael Sontag
	Peter Stiver
	Matt Taylor
	Caity Valley
	Address Correction Requested


	Committees
	Executive: Jeff Ginter (Chair), Jessee J. Smith (Vice Chair), Kendra Leone (Treasurer), and Leesa Scudder (Secretary)


	Events: Roselyn Schloss, Joyce Richter SC, Debbie Lutkenhoff, Beth Warmuth, Mary Tenoever, Marie Salem, and Ann Schlinkert
	Fundraising: Jeff Ginter and Sarah Kent
	Land Stewardship: Chuck Geraci, Tim Sisson, Jeff Ginter, Roger Auer, John Klein, Gary Rapien, Rick Helmchen, Joyce Richter SC, and Matt Taylor
	Land Preservation: Leesa Scudder, Peter Stiver, Tim
	Sisson, Jeff Ginter, Roger Auer, and John Klein
	Nominating Committee: Jeff Ginter and Joyce Richter SC
	Playscape: Mary Perkins, John Klein, Jeff Ginter, Debbie Lutkenhoff, Sarah Kent, Bob Bergstein, and Sue Breitenstein
	Newsletter Contributors
	Newsletter Contributors: Matt Taylor, John Klein, Jessee J. Smith, Kendra Leone, Michael Sontag, Michelle Ginter, Joyce Richter SC, Abby Figart, and Matt Trokan
	Design , Editing, and Production: Leesa Scudder, Jessee J. Smith, Abby Figart, and Matt Trokan
	Photographers: Beth Warmuth, John Klein, Jessee J. Smith, Joyce Richter, Tom Malone, Abby Figart, Matt Trokan, George Webb, and Anonymous

	Volunteer Leaders

	Habitat Restoration Project Leaders: Tim Sisson, Matt Taylor, Roger Auer, Jeff Ginter, Gary Rapien, Mark Rechtsteiner, John Klein, Mark Streicher, Rick Helmchen, George Webb, and Peter Stiver
	Human Resources: Jeff Ginter
	Kirby Nature Center Gardens and Prairie: Debbie Lutkenhoff and John Klein
	LTA Accreditation: Jeff Ginter
	Mail Processing: Michelle Ginter
	Webmaster: Jeff Doering
	Welcomers Administrator: Matt Taylor
	Nature Preserve Monitors

	Bender Mountain: Rick Helmchen, Joyce Richter, Jessee J. Smith, and Jeff & Michelle Ginter
	Buckeye Trace: Mark Streicher, Tim Sisson, and Roger Auer
	Delshire: George Webb

	Kirby: Matt Taylor, Tom Malone, Bob Breitenstein, and Mark Rudemiller
	Muddy Creek: Roger Auer
	Northcutt: Peter Stiver

	Rapid Run: Tim Sisson and  Roger Auer
	Sisson: Tim Sisson and Roger Auer
	Whitetail Woods: Gary Rapien
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