


Saturday, September 26, 9:30 am and 10 am
Great Outdoor Weekend at Bender Mountain

For this annual fall event, WWC is hosting two 
hikes at Bender Mountain – strenuous and 
moderate. 

The strenuous hike will start at 9:30 am with a 
climb through a beautiful forest on our Eagle 
Scout Trail. At the top we will be treated to a 
spectacular view of the Ohio River Valley. We 
will then hike along the ridge top trail to Paw 
Paw Gap for the return to the trailhead. 

The moderate hike will start at 10 am and will 
meander along the slope of Bender Mountain 
through an equally beautiful forest. We will also 
hike at Paw Paw Gap and with a little luck will be 
able to sample that delectable fruit. 

For both hikes meet at the gravel parking area on 
Bender Road about ½ mile from Hillside. 

Contact Tim 922.2104 for details.

Saturday, October 10, 2 pm 
Memorial walk at Fernbank Park 

This walk will be in memory of Carol Herzog,   
an enthusiastic member of Western Wildlife 
Corridor who accompanied us on many WWC 
walks. We are saddened by her untimely death 
and are holding this walk in honor of her. 
Donations to WWC in her honor will be used to 
maintain and improve our preserves so that 
people who enjoy walking, as Carol did, will 
have beautiful places to enjoy in the Ohio River 
valley. Please contact Maureen Mohr at 
maureenmohr@msn.com for additional 
information.

Saturday, October 10, 10am to 5pm
Sayler Park Harvest Festival

Sunday, October 25, 2 pm                           
Fall Color Hike at our Delshire Preserve 
The trees should be at their peak of color, so this 
will be an enjoyable hike.

Contact Tim 922.2104 for details.



Saturday, September 5, 9am – noon 
Project leader training at the Kirby Nature Preserve 
We will be offering training for new project leaders, 
but everyone is invited to attend to learn how we do 
habitat restoration and trail construction.  
Leaders Tim 922.2104, John 941.4877 and 
Bruce 451.5549.

Saturday, September 12, 9am – noon 
Dismantling at the Kirby Nature Center 
We’ll be removing the old kitchen and bathroom 
components to get ready for new construction. 
Leaders Bruce 451.5549 and Robert 859.572.9661.

Saturday, September 19, 9am – noon
Trail work at Bender Mountain to get ready for the 
Great Outdoor Weekend hikes 
Leaders Tim 922.2104, John 941.4877 and 
Gary 941.5414.

Saturday, October 3, 9am – noon 
Habitat restoration at Whitetail Woods 
Leaders John 941.4877, Robert 859.572.9661 
and Ed 919.5186.

Saturday, October 17, 9am – noon 
Habitat restoration at Shady Lane 
Leaders Ed 919.5186 and John 941.4877.  

Saturday, October 31, 9am – noon 
Habitat restoration at Buckeye Trace 
Leaders Tim 922.2104 and Ed 919.5186.

Saturday, November 14, 9am – noon 
Trail work at Kirby Nature Preserve 
Leader John 941.4877, Gary 941.5414 and 
Bruce 451.5549.

Saturday, November 21, 9am – noon 
Trail work at Buckeye Trace 
Leader Tim 922.2104 and Ed 919.5186.

Why habitat restoration?  Many times the biggest threat 
to our preserves is invasion by alien plant species. Plants 
such as Amur (or bush) honeysuckle, euonymus and garlic 
mustard can produce such a dense cover of foliage that 
native plants cannot survive. We’ve been told that Amur 
honeysuckle even secretes a toxin that kills native plants! 
When we restore the habitat in one of our preserves, we 
remove these invasive alien plants so that native plants 
and animals can thrive. Contact Tim at 922.2104 or 
tsisson@fuse.net for more information.



                                  
There used to be a huge bur oak tree (Quercus 
macrocarpa) beside my grandmother’s house. It was a 
beautiful tree. My brothers and sisters and I used to 
play under it, and gather the large acorns. The bur oak 
has the largest acorns of all the native oaks. The small 
inconspicuous flowers appear right after the leaves 
start coming out in late April to June. Male and 
female flowers are found on the same tree.
 
The Delshire Preserve is the best place 
to see bur oak trees. You will find 
several trees there. Bur oaks 
grow very tall (up to 60 or 
80 feet).  They can have a 
diameter of five feet. The 
bur oak is also known as 
the mossy overcup oak, 
the scrub oak, the cross 
oak, and the blue oak.   

Native Americans used the 
inner bark of the bur oak to 
make an astringent to treat 
cramps, diarrhea, wounds, 
sores, heart trouble, poison oak 
rashes, and insect bites. The 
large acorns were roasted in 
ashes or boiled to remove the bitter taste, then eaten as 
food. Young growths of bur oak were used by several 
tribes for carving.    

The acorns are an important source of food to wildlife 
including many birds and mammals, like squirrels, 
rabbits, mice, black bear, wild turkey, wood ducks and 
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flickers. Red-tailed hawks, screech owls, fox squirrels, 
and flying squirrels nest in large bur oak trees. The bur 
oak is also browsed by elk, moose, deer, and cattle. 

The bur oak is widely distributed through much of 
eastern United States, Great Plains, and Canada. It 

ranges from Manitoba and parts of Ontario to the New  
York Finger Lake region and into Maine and most of 

New England, then into Michigan and Ohio. Bur 
oaks go west into the Dakotas, and Wyoming, 

Nebraska, and Kansas, then south to 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Arkansas, and 
Texas. They also range into Louisiana, 
Mississippi, and Alabama.

Bur oak is one of the most drought 
resistant of all oak trees; it does 

not handle flooding well. 
The species holds up to 
urban pollution better 
than most oaks. This oak 

will tolerate many types of 
soils. In Kentucky it is found in 

limestone soil. Throughout the mid-west, 
the bur oak is found in sandy plains and on 

loamy slopes. 
 
Bur oak wood is commercially valuable today and sold 
as white oak.  It is used for railroad ties, cabinetry, 
barrels, flooring and fence posts. The main sources of 
timber are Iowa and Illinois. The tree is probably too big 
for the average home, but it is excellent for large areas, 
road sides, and parks.



We could always count on Roselyn Schloss to speak up at Board meetings. She had good suggestions 
and was not afraid to tell us what they were. Roz (as we know her) is leaving the Board, and we will 
miss her. However, the good news is that she will continue to help us with the other jobs she has been 
taking care of.

Roz is the keeper of our membership list, one of the most important jobs in any organization. We can 
always count on her to pick up the mail regularly at the Post Office, and to enter the data in the list 
without fail. Speaking of the Post Office, Roz is also the person who takes our mailings to the bulk mail 
facility on Dalton Street. She is a wiz at sorting through the postal regulations and making sure that 
our newsletters and membership mailings go out.  Roz also helps out at events. The picture with this 
article shows her with our table full of artifacts at a Great Outdoor Weekend event.

Thank you Roz for your sage input all these years at our Board meetings. Thank you also for helping to 
keep Western Wildlife Corridor ticking along so smoothly. We really appreciate it! 
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